College Access in Massachusetts



Immediate
Enrollment in

College Matters

Immediate enrollees earn
more in their early 30s than
students who do not enroll
Immediately (when
comparing similar students
from the same school).

Source: Papay, et al. 2021

$60,000

$50,000

$40,000

$30,000

$20,000

$10,000

S0

Average Salary

$49,456

B Immediately Enrolled

$39,527

B Delayed Enrollment

$37,075

m Did not enroll



Immediate College
Enrollment is
Decreasing
Overall and at

Different Rates by
Student Group

Comparing fall 2021 to fall 2019:

4,333 fewer high school
graduates enrolled in college,
despite an increase of 744 high
school graduates

Source: MA DESE, 2022
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Immediate
College
Enrollment is
Decreasing .
Overall, and at
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The decline since the onset of the
pandemic has been steep, and steeper .
for males than females.
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Source: MA DESE, 2022
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Immediate College
Enrollment
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Immediate College
Enrollment Fall 2021 College Enrollment by Low Income District
Disparities by District Quartile (%)
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quartiles by concentration of low-

income students, a clear pattern Low Income Quartiles e % Attend
i by District ttend College College
emerges with respect to college :
going 1st Quartile (poorest) 22,194 10,353 46.6%
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Source: MA DESE, 2022



Over the past 5 years,
college attendance has College Enrollment by Low Income District Quartile, 2016
dipped, and gaps and 2021 (%)
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rates have dipped the most in
districts with higher

) Low Income Quartiles Percentage Point
concentrations of poverty. by District Change since 2016
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Source: MA DESE, 2022



Immediate College

Enrollment Fall 2021 College Enrollment by Math MCAS Level (%)
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Summary 1) Immediate enrollment in college is
correlated with improved future earnings.

2) Immediate enrollment in college is a
declining trend, both in Massachusetts
and across the United States.

3) Disparities in immediate enrollment in
college exist between student groups
(race/ethnicity, gender, income, MCAS
performance bands), which lead to
Inequitable opportunities.
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Percent of 9t Grade Students Reaching Milestones
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Graduation
RateS h ave High School Graduation by Math MCAS Score Percentile
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College

Enrollment has

Decrea Sed College Enmllmfent by Math MCAS Score Percentile
High School Graduates

across the Board
during the
Pandemic Years
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College Enrollment

has Decreased
more Dramatically College Enroliment by 10th Math MCAS Percentile

fO r I_OW_ | ncome Low-Income Non-Low-Income

100%
1
100%
1

Students during
the Pandemic
Years

80%
1
80%
L

60%
|
60%
!

Percent of Students

40%
1
Percent of Students

40%
1

20%
[l
20%
1

1st 10th 20th 30th 40th 50th 60th 70th 80th 90th 95th 1st 10th 20th 30th 40th 50th 60th 70th 80th 90th 99th
10th grade MCAS math score percentile 10th grade MCAS math score percentile

Mote: College enrcliment is measurad from 1015 to 7715 during the year 2 years post MCAS. Low-income status is measured by ECODIS status in 10th grade.

Source: Papay et al, 2022



College Enrollment
has Decreased for
High Performing
Students, Despite

no decline in
FAFSA completion
rates

Source: Papay et al, 2022
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